“DISCOVERIES”  
November 2011

 “WHERE SKIING IS BELIEVING and RIDING IS X-SIGHT-TING”
Discovery is dedicated to fostering self-sufficiency in children and adults, who are visually impaired, by improving their mobility, confidence, independence, and social skills through involvement in physical activities. Discovery addresses these goals using innovative teaching methods, involving family and friends, and promoting positive public awareness of their accomplishments.

Our Insurance carrier requires us to do a background check on all guides.

Thanks to Kirkwood’s generosity our Alpine lift tickets remain at $32 for a pair of tickets and the 7 Wood Season Passes are only $349, and that includes Cross Country. The Cross Country rates stay at $10 per pair. Driver’s lift tickets stay at $32 for Alpine and $10 for Cross Country. Rentals are $25 for Downhill and Snowboard and $15 for Cross Country. Our Guide stipend remains at $40 to help cover travel expenses. 
At the Timber Creek area you will still find the temporary “sprung tent” style buildings to house the facilities. The restaurant, rentals and ski school are located in these and paid parking is located next door. If you have young children or are disabled and have a permit you can park in the upper lot for free. The free parking lots are across the street and of course you can park on the street for no charge. Please allow a little extra time to find things. We recommend going to the Red Cliffs Lodge and using the shuttle to access the Timber Creek area. Red Cliffs has food, a bar, restrooms, daily tickets, and the General Store. The Season Pass Office, daily tickets, retail shops, and rental shop are just up the hill at the Main Lodge.
Please be aware of the construction sites and try to stay away from the safety fences. 
We will again be using the new ticketing and rental procedure. As in previous years, all Guides and Skiers will have to submit their registration and release forms to the Program Coordinator in order to receive their DBS ID. Skiers and Guides will find the necessary forms included in their registration packets. If you don’t receive one please contact Jeff Dean. Once returned and processed you will receive an introduction letter that, when presented to the Season Pass Office with your photo ID and signing Kirkwood’s release form, you will receive your picture DBS ID. This ID entitles you to all the DBS discounts. Since Kirkwood can scan the ID and all the discounts pop up, it will make the procedure easier for everyone. If you need rentals, a voucher can also be printed for you at this time. Those wishing to get a season pass or take private lessons will also need to present this ID. 

Please allow some extra time to send and receive your paperwork, and PLEASE try show up early to the Resort so as not to clog the system. 

	
	
	2011-2012 Calendar

	
	
	

	December 10, 2011
	
	XC and Snowshoe Training

	
	
	

	January 6-8, 2012
	
	New Guide Training

	January 7, 2012
	
	Guide Recertification/ Board Meeting

	January 21-22, 2012
	
	Open Group date

	January 28-29, 2012
	
	Open Group date/alternate training date

	
	
	

	February 11-12, 2012
	
	Open Group date

	February 25, 2012
	
	Winter Fundraiser/ Kirkwood Plaza

	February 26, 2012
	
	Open Group date

	
	
	

	March 3-4, 2012
	
	Open Group date

	March 17-18, 2012
	
	Open Group date

	March 24, 2012
	
	Open Group date

	March 25, 2012
	
	Guide Appreciation/Pass Drawing/Board meeting

	
	
	

	July 1, 2012
	
	Board Meeting/ Elections

	
	
	

	September 8-9, 2012
	
	Pinegrove Yard Sale Board Meeting

	
	
	

	Blackout dates
	
	

	12/27/11 - 1/1/12, 1/14/12 - 1/16/12, 2/18/12 - 2/20/12



Kirkwood’s trails offer the most spectacular views in the High Sierra. 

UPCOMING EVENTS

Beginner Guide Training/Downhill and Snowboard

This year’s Beginner Guide Training will be held on January 6-8, 2012. The Friday night session will be a short meeting with an introduction to our program and some guidelines on how to safely guide Skiers/boarders who are visually impaired. On Saturday we will be on the slopes at 9am and will ski/board all day, learning the basic guiding techniques. Afterward there will be a potluck dinner along with a short discussion and question and answer period. Sunday brings more training, evaluation by instructors and experienced visually impaired Skiers/boarders. Around 2pm there will be the certificate presentation and you will be free to leave or hang out and chat or ski. 
For more information or to register contact Jeff Dean at 775-742-5811 or at discoveryblindsports@yahoo.com.
We at Discovery Blind Sports are looking forward to meeting all the new guide trainees and carving some turns on the mountain with you.



Cross-Country and Snowshoe Training

This season's Beginning Cross-Country / Snowshoe and will be held Saturday, December 10, 2011. 

The Saturday training will run from 9:00 am to 3:00 pm, please make any equipment rentals before the training. 

For more information or to register contact Jeff Dean at 775-742-5811 or at discoveryblindsports@yahoo.com

You don’t have to have vision to enjoy the view!

PAST EVENTS
Winterfest

Last year’s Winterfest was a huge success, we continued our “tropical “ theme and kudos to all the swimsuit clad volunteers. Thanks to all who donated items and helped with the event. Congratulations to Mary Curtain who won the 2011-2012 Season Pass donated by Kirkwood Mountain Resort. She purchased her winning ticket on a powder day between runs.  Thank you all for your donations and for purchasing raffle tickets. Look for us again this February at the Plaza.  And a special thanks to Kirkwood Mountain for helping with the ticket sales. 

Pine Grove Yard Sale

Well, we did it again! The Yard Sale at Pine Grove Park was a success thanks to Sierra Pacific Industries, Natalie, Craig, Traci, Casey, The Witte’s , the Hogan’s, Bruce, John, Jeanie, Dean, Kenny, Sue,  Janice, Courtney, Rex , Rene’, John,  Marci, Nancy, Jeff, “Bear” and the guys, and all the volunteers who lent their backs and pocketbooks to this major fundraiser. We have been collecting all year for this grand event and the town came out to help us by buying most of the goods we had collected. Just about everything that wasn’t bought was donated to charitable causes locally or in surrounding areas. Thanks again to all who donated the items, the location, and all the necessities required putting on such an event. Look for us again next year at the Pine Grove Park.
The food was awesome and the weather held out all weekend. 





. 

WANT TO HELP? GOT SOME IDEAS? HAVE SOME EXTRA CASH?

Contact us at discoveryblindsports@yahoo.com and get that Smile Factor going.
We are looking for some people to help out with fundraising, media, training and group events.
GROUPS

Have a group of athletes? Contact Traci Rofidal or Casey Landrum and let us show you how we can get you all on the hill for some carving and sliding down the snowy slopes of Kirkwood Mountain Resort.

Got a funny story or proud of your accomplishments? We can put them on our webpage for all to see. Contact Jeff Dean for more information. 

Program Coordinator

Jeffrey Dean
775-742-5811

Training Coordinator

Nancy Andrews
775-265-6164

Group Coordinators

Traci Rofidal
925-698–6367

Snow Board Coordinator

Pat Bonser
530-573-8921




DBS Contact Information
discoveryblindsports@yahoo.com
P.O. Box 248
Kirkwood, CA 95646
775-742-5811
209-258-2233
